Linguistics 201 — Fall 2006, Section F
October 6

Homework Assignment V
Due: Wednesday, October 11, 2006 (beginning of class)

1. German fricatives

German has two fricatives that English does not have:
[¢} a voiceless palatal fricative, and
[x} a voiced uvular fricative

These two sounds are not in contrast in German, that is one occurs in one
environment, and the other in other ones. It’s kind of Clark Kent and Superman —
you’ll never find them in the same place.

Examine the words below, and find out what it is that determines whether you
choose [¢} or [x]

[axt} ‘eight’ licl ‘T
[bu:x} ‘book’ [ect] ‘real’

[ho:x} ‘high’ [Raicon}  ‘reach’
[Rauxanl ‘smoke’ [ligel ‘light’
[faxt} ‘shaft’ [by:cel ‘books’
[laxon}  ‘laugh’ {loecel ‘holes’

[lox} ‘hole’ [fictl ‘shift’

[mil¢} ‘milk’ [cemi:]
[man¢l  ‘manya’ [¢i:lo}
[dol¢l ‘dagger’ [¢i:nal
[durcl ‘through’

‘chemistry’
‘Chile’
‘China’
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THE INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC ALPHABET (revised to 2005)
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